
 

   

     As fall arrived our workload actually increased.  

With volunteers, we put two coats of sealer on 

1150õ of boardwalk, constructed 310õ of new 

boardwalk over a wet area of the lake trail. Next, 

with a grant from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service we 

scraped two pond areas.  One is just east of the 

viewing tower and the other by the north sedge 

meadow where a berm was pushed in to fill a 

ditch that was constructed many years ago to 

drain the area.   

     Our goal is to provide habitat for wood ducks, 

wading birds and a variety of amphibians.  Global 

declines in the amphibian population is a major 

environmental problem and we at KNC want to do 

our part to reverse this process.   

Last but not least we are going to restore another 

ten acres of wet prairie just south of the thirty acre 

prairie we have been working on. 

 

Harold J. FriestadñChairman KNC 

From the Chairman 
 

A Year and a Half at  Kishwauketoe  

     We continue to take on new projects in our 

attempt to restore Kishwauketoe Nature 

Conservancy to the pristine wetland it must have 

been when the Pottawatomie inhabited the area.                                                         

Our main project this past spring and summer was 

restoration of the Southwick Creek area.  During 

the winter of 2007-2008 we cleared a large area 

of box elder and buckthorn and other invasive 

vegetation.  This is being done to allow more 

sunlight to get in so we can stabilize the stream 

banks with forbs, sedges and native grasses.   

This in turn will help control erosion and improve 

the ecosystem in this area.   

     This past summer hikers and people driving by 

were thrilled to see the beautiful foliage of over 

3,000 forbs, sedges and native grass plugs that 

were planted along the banks.  Keep an eye open 

this spring for the area of pasque flowers that we 

planted right on the   point of land south of the 

wooded bridge.  This was a favorite of Aldo 

Leopold. It is one of the first flowers to pop up in 

the spring.                                    
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changes that take place daily in a natural 

landscape. Each habitat within KNC had 

something to teach me and as I began 

listening I learned the needs of the 

ecosystems.   

     I am very  fortunate to have been given 

the opportunity to work with Kishwauketoe.    

I would like to send a special thank you to 

Harold Friestad, Ed Rynko, all the members 

of the board, the interns, the friends of 

Kishwauketoe and everyone who took the 

time to volunteer.  I truly enjoyed working 

with everyone and look forward to being a 

volunteer in the future.                                 

                                Chrissi Regester* 

*To see where Chrissi is these days, see page 6. 

ISSUE  7 ñ Spring/Summer 2009   

     As the new year begins I can look back at 

my time working  for Kishwauketoe as a 

wonderful opportunity. Developing 

relationships with interns and volunteers 

brought me much enjoyment and made the 

projects that we took on within KNC possible.  

     When I began working with Kishwauketoe 

the space seemed to be a larger canvas than 

I could handle.  However, as we all began 

working together to achieve small tasks, the 

canvas was beginning to get more 

manageable. The experience gave me a 

revived sense of pride for the wonderful 

resources that we have  locally. I was able to 

develop my knowledge of the native habitats 

and become very intimately aware of the 

WINTER SCENES IN KNC 
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Kishwauketoeõs second annual run will be held 

Sunday July 5th, 2009 at 8:30 am.  The switch 

to Sunday from last yearõs day of Saturday is 

due to the lack of availability of professional    

timing services on the 4th.  The route will 

change this year, pending trail conditions, so 

runners will enjoy seeing other areas of the 

Annual Kishwauketoe 5K Run  

GETTING TO KNOW KISHWAUKETOE  

how to get involved in what we do.  We 
strive to not only make KNC an enjoyable 
place to walk through with your family and 
friends, but an educational outdoor 
experience for people of all ages.  Our 
website offers you easy access to share 
your thoughts with us and learn about our 
current and future activities and goals.  
Check the site for our volunteer days and 
times as well. 

     We will continue to print a newsletter 
two or three times per year, but we can put 
more money back into our projects if we 
save on printing costs. Our website allows 
us to do this!   

http://www.kishwauketoe.org/  

Being over twenty years old has a     
special advantage.            
Recognition!  Support! 

1.  Natural Resources Foundation 

2.   C.O. Besadny Conservation Grant 

3.   Department of Natural Resources 

4.   United Way of Greater Milwaukee 

5.   Southern Comfort Air-LLC 

6.   Geneva Lake Association 

7.  The Chicago Community                 
 Foundation 

8.   Lake Geneva Garden Club                         
 Foundation Inc.  

9.   Community Foundation of  Southern 
 Wisconsin Inc. 

10.  Womenôs' Community Club of    
 Williams Bay 

11.  Lake Geneva Area Realty 

12.  The Allyn Foundation 

13.  Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program 

14.  USDA Natural Resources  Conserva-
tion Service Programs 

  

The Friends of Kishwauketoe LTD are very 
appreciative of the gifts for general and/or 
restricted use donated and dedicated to 
the work in the Conservancy. 

                                         Alice J. Morava,  

                           President of the Friends  

     Our Kishwauketoe web site continues to 
be a great source of up to date information 
on events and activities. With our site 
being online for only nine months, we have 
had over 1,200 visits from 16 different 
countries.  Our website was created and is 
maintained by Sandra ñPunkyò Mattison 
and Cory Militzer.  Their work is all done on 
a volunteer basis.  

     The site was designed to be inter-active 
and we look forward to having you send in 
your digital photos of nature sightings to 
help keep everyone informed of the latest 
bird sighting, plant flowerings and reports 
of any rare plants you may come across.   

We also look forward to hearing from you 
with questions about Kishwauketoe and 

property.  We are hoping for great weather and 

another great group of runners!                      

Registration is available through the  Williams 

Bay Park District at www.williamsbay.org/

rec.html or by calling the Park District at 245-

2720.  Join us on the 5th for a great event!  

Kim Parker  

KNC Website Brings News to You 
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